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Alaska Common Ground’s 24th annual meeting was called to order by Chair Cliff Groh at 6:05 

pm. 

 

Welcome: Cliff welcomed members and guests to the meeting.  

 

Agenda: Approved. 

 

Minutes: Minutes from the Annual Meeting held on May 9th, 2015 were approved as presented. 

 

Election results:  Janet Bidwell announced the results of the Board of Directors election. All 

candidates were elected. Dick Mylius, Helen Nienhueser and Peg Tileston were all reelected. 

Taylor Brelsford was returned to the board. John Parsi was elected for the first time. These five 

will serve until 2019. Drew Cason and Danielle Williams were elected and will serve terms until 

2018. Jason Iverson was elected to serve a term until 2017. There remains one open seat for a 

term until 2017. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Alaska Common Ground’s treasurer, Dick Mylius, presented the approved 

budget for 2016. There are two components with operations separated from events. Major 

expenses include staff and publicity for our events.  

 

Reports:  
Membership and Development: Elizabeth Nicolai reported that we had received a grant 

from the Alaska Community Foundation for capacity building which paid for a plan 

developed by Agnew::Beck for improving our development and outreach and increase 

our membership. Members should have received the new newsletter which is part of this 

improved outreach. 

 

Last Year’s Events: Janet Bidwell reported on the events we held or cosponsored since 

our last annual meeting and acknowledged the participation of the speakers and 

moderators. These events included: Healthcare Costs in Alaska, cosponsored with AARP; 

Alaska’s Changing Climate with over 200 people attending; a Defy Fear panel on 

refugees cosponsored with the Anchorage Concert Chorus; and a Let’s Talk Alaska 

program exploring inequality. Video and information on these events are available on our 

website. 

 

Fiscal Forum: Cliff reported that we also held a fiscal forum in the fall of 2016 with over 

300 people attending and others able to watch online. He also noted that we will hold 

another fiscal and economic forum on October 1st, 2016 in the Wendy Williamson 

Auditorium.  

 



Upcoming Events: Mary Lu Harle reported that in addition to the fiscal forum we are 

looking to hold events on both transportation and oceans and are just starting the planning 

on these. These are both topics suggested by membership. 

 

Smart Justice: Janet McCabe announced that Criminal Justice bill SB91 has passed and 

will likely be signed into law by the Governor. Our Cost-Effective Justice forum in 2010 

held with Partners for Progress which brought up Texas legislator Jerry Madden among 

others helped spark new ideas in Alaska on our justice system. 

 

Alaska Common Ground is 25: Peg Tileston offered a retrospective on the last 25 years of the 

organization.  

 

Member Input: Taylor Brelsford led a discussion on where we’ve been and where we’re going. 

Comments included: 

 Acknowledgement of Janet McCabe’s contributions to cost-effective justice. 

 Request for more discussion and less ‘talking to’ at events. 

 The events are great and informative but don’t always lead to action. 

 Adult learners need more time to process information. 

 Issue of Alaska as a “loser pay” state which makes it harder to sue. 

 Issue of reducing disability benefits including limiting the hours for support. 

 Democracy is helped by small groups engaging in dialogues and finding shared values. 

 

How to support Alaska Common Ground: Eric McCallum described how leverage can be 

effective and that Alaska Common Ground does a lot with very little so every donation has a 

large impact. He encouraged membership and guests to increase their support of the 

organization. Many of the audience pledged to do this. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:03 pm.  


