
Climate Change is Here: 
What can you do?

Introduction to the Anchorage Climate Action Plan



Changing Climate in Anchorage



What is a Climate Action Plan? 

A strategic roadmap for measuring and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and preparing for the impacts of climate change. 

The Municipality of Anchorage collaborated with the University 
of Alaska to create the Anchorage Climate Action Plan that was 
passed by the Anchorage Assembly in May 2019.



Who has a Climate Action Plan? 
9,100 cities representing ~800 M people are now 
committed to creating city-wide climate action plans





Panelists

● Mara Kimmel, Anchorage Mayor’s Office, Lead, Resilience + 
Welcoming Initiatives

● Micah Hahn, University of Alaska Anchorage, Institute for Circumpolar 
Health Studies

● Shaina Kilcoyne, Municipality of Anchorage, Energy and Sustainability 
Manager
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footprintcalculator.org















Anchorage Climate Action Plan 
At a Glance





Distilled from the Anchorage 
Climate Action Plan

Actions are: 
● Near-term
● Municipal-led 
● High priority
● High impact 



● Improve energy efficiency in Municipally owned buildings

● Increase opportunities for residents and businesses to implement 

clean energy technology

○ Strengthen building energy standards

○ Provide financing opportunities

○ Offer incentives

○ Reduce barriers



● Solid Waste Services Admin 

Energy Retrofit

● Solar Panels on Egan Center and 

Fire Station 10

○ Anchorage Landfill in 2020! 



How do you commute? Share any successes or barriers in 
achieving a lower carbon transportation lifestyle.



● Housing infill and redevelopment to minimize 

car travel and increase community resilience

● Increase use of public transit and non-

motorized transportation

● Electrifying vehicle fleets and promote 

energy efficient vehicles

Complete Streets: Spenard Corridor, Charles 
Boyle



Anchorage’s new electric charging station downtown

● $950,000 for charging infrastructure 
in the railbelt 

● Regional EV Infrastructure Plan in 
development

● MOA is testing EVs



● Increase recycling, composting, and other diversion of waste to 

increase the life of the landfill

● Capture more potential energy in collected refuse (e.g., organics 

digestion, mass burn, and landfill gas to energy expansion)

● Expand diversion opportunities by building a new Central Transfer 

Station



● Improve household wildfire mitigation

● Identify and develop key secondary access routes for emergency 

response and evacuation in the Hillside, Girdwood, Eagle River/Chugiak

● Improve language access to all residents on climate change, natural 

hazards, and emergency preparedness
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● Support school and community gardens and other 

opportunities to expand community growing 

● Encourage farmers markets to accept payment 

through food assistance programs

● Conduct a commercial organic waste collection pilot 



● Develop an urban forest management plan 

● Create a stormwater utility

● Continue to support APU efforts to 

monitor Eklutna Watershed 



● Increase outreach methods for participation in planning and new 

programs

● Develop an online Anchorage climate action webpage and other outreach 

materials

● Encourage education about climate change, energy, and the development 

of career and technical education programs around clean energy jobs



Climate Action Plan Implementation

Mayor’s Resilience Sub-Cabinet Anchorage Climate Action Council



Climate Action Plan Monitoring

Performance Indicators: Buildings
● Dollars saved
● Renewable energy generated
● Facilities retrofitted to increase efficiency
● Outdoor lighting converted to LEDs



Climate Action Plan Monitoring

Performance Indicators: Transportation
● Miles of bike and pedestrian infrastructure added
● Public transit ridership 
● Electric vehicles in the Municipal fleet



Climate Action Plan Monitoring

Performance Indicators: Waste
● Waste converted to energy
● Materials composted
● Materials recycled
● Per capita waste reduction



www.muni.org/ClimateActionPlan

What is your 
Climate 

Commitment?
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http://www.muni.org/ClimateActionPlan

